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CAPTAIN’S CORNER! 

 
Dear Navigator Families, 
It is hard to believe the first nine weeks of school 
has already come and gone, but boy were they 
awesome!  Our Navigators have been working 
diligently to learn new concepts and ways to apply 
their learning to the real world.  Walking through 
the halls Ms. Berlitz and I are thrilled to see 
evidence of student success through detailed student 
work samples.   
This next nine weeks will bring many opportunities 
for real world exploration as students visit the 
Children’s Museum, the Children’s Festival, and 
attend the play, James and the Giant Peach.  There 
will also be many scheduled events for our 
Navigator families: the Kindergarten program, 
Grandparents’ Day, and the Fourth grade program, 
The Holly Jolly Pirates of Pinataville. We hope you 
are able to attend as the students showcase their 
many talents.  
Ms. Berlitz and I wish each of you a blessed holiday 
season.  
Sincerely, 
Ms. Brown and Ms. Berlitz 
 

 
 

We have been hard at work in Pre-K learning 
school and classroom routines. In the next unit, 
students will learn about how their body works, 
healthy food habits, and how to stay healthy 
(Science) through the study of the traditional 
celebration of Thanksgiving (Social Studies). In 
Math, students will be using a variety of 
manipulatives to measure by comparing two objects 
and creating simple patterns. In Language Arts, 
students will learn about retells, syllables (English), 
and rhyming (Bilingual), while continuing pre-
reading activities and letter knowledge. November 
and December brings many events and class 
activities. Please make sure you are checking your 
child’s conduct calendar and folder daily to keep 
informed. Also, please continue to have your child 
practice writing their name and read daily to them 
for at least 15 minutes. The cooler weather is here! 
Please mark your child’s name on all clothing. We 
are thankful to have you and your child be a part of 
our class! 
 
 
 

 

 
Dear Kindergarten Parents, 
 
 It has been an exciting first nine weeks!  We 
have enjoyed getting to know each and every one of 
our students.  They are growing and learning so 
much.  Remember to have your child show you 
their daily folder every evening. Our biggest 
Language Arts focus in Kindergarten is to get them 
writing one good complete sentence and reading as 
soon as possible.  Parents can help their child by 
reviewing letter sounds and sight words from their 
communication folders daily.  The sooner they 
know those the faster we can guide them into 
putting sounds together to read and write.  Teachers 
have also sent home iStation login information 
which is a computer based program that students 
can log in to daily as well.  We are working really 
hard on the life principle of independence so we ask 
that you help your child learn their username and 
password and not just log them in.  Their username 
is their initials and their school ID number which 
will follow them throughout their years in Spring 
ISD.  This same ID number can be used to purchase 
breakfast and lunch.  In math we are working hard 
on learning all the numbers and various problem 
solving strategies.  Students need to be able to count 
to 100 by the end of the year.  Car rides and dinner 
preparation are perfect times to have your child 
count to you or help count items and help at the 
same time. As the weather cools down please 
remember to send a jacket or sweater with your 
child labeled with their name. Also, our 
Thanksgiving music program will be Thursday 
November 20th at 12:45. A letter will be sent home 
with more information. Happy Fall! 

 
Hello First grade parents!  It is hard to believe that 
the first nine weeks of school is over.  The students 
have learned so much thus far.  We have covered 
many concepts in all subject areas.  In language 
arts, we have been distinguishing the long and short 
vowel sounds, writing complete sentences using 
capitalization of first letter, spacing and 
punctuation. We also have identified the different 
sentences such declarative, interrogative, 
exclamatory and how writing should be organized 
with a beginning, middle and end.  In math, we just 
finished up place value, skip counting, and coins. 
We will continue to work on these throughout the 
year especially coins.  Science has been about 
science safety, measurement of length, mass, 
capacity and temperature using non-standard ways 
of measuring. In social studies we have focused on 
celebrating freedom, patriotic symbols and 



characteristics of being a good citizen. By the end 
of the second nine weeks your children should be 
reading on a level E or with comprehension in 
January. We will continue to work on accuracy, 
fluency, and comprehension.  Please remember to 
read with your child on a daily basis using various 
strategies, practice counting collection of coins and 
check daily folders every day.  Some of the 
upcoming concepts we will focus on is poetry, 
fiction and nonfiction, blends and digraphs, 
personal narratives and letter writing, addition and 
subtraction with word problems.  Don’t forget about 
our FIELD TRIP on Thursday, November 6th to 
Spring High School for the play. Also, Friday, 
November 7th is our trip to the Children’s Festival.  
If your child is bringing a lunch from home, make 
sure it is in a zip lock baggie so all trash can be 
thrown away.  Also, you may want to send a jacket 
with your child because it may be a little chilly.  
Thank you for all your support here at Northgate 
Crossing Elementary. 
First Grade Team 

 
Second grade is zipping by!  It’s already well into 
October, with Halloween just days away.  The 
holidays will be here before you know it.  Students 
in all second grade classes are working hard on the 
following: 
Reading – We are working on increasing our 
reading fluency and comprehension.  Students 
should be reading for at least 20 minutes each 
evening.  Remember, research shows that students 
who read regularly perform well in school and 
college.  We will be looking at fiction and 
nonfiction texts – comparing and contrasting.  We’ll 
learn synonyms, contractions, possessives, oh my! 
Math – We’ve already begun learning about money, 
specifically counting groups of coins.  We’ll also 
get into addition and subtraction.  If you haven’t 
been working with your child on his/her math facts, 
then you’d better get busy! 
Science – In science we’ll continue talking about 
energy – different forms.  We’ll also study force 
and motion, along with natural resources. 
As you can see, the next semester in 2nd grade is 
going to be busy.  Add in two field trips, 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Winter Break and lots of 
PTO events!  Don’t forget to read nightly and sign 
your student’s conduct sheet. 
 

 
We are busy at work in third grade this fall! Our 
students have already come a long way and are one 
nine weeks smarter and more independent! 
 
In reading, we are continuing to build stamina by 
reading every day. We are building our skills in the 
reading and comprehending of fiction text, 
nonfiction text, and poetry. Thank you for 
supporting us by making sure your child is reading 
every night! 

In writing, we are continuing to hone our skills as 
 we are learning to write effective personal narrative 
stories. We are working toward writing engaging 
stories that stay on one topic. We also are 
continuing to work on the basic skills of grammar. 
In social studies, we are studying communities and 
different citizens' roles within it. We look at our 
local community as well as our nation as a whole. 
In science, we are continuing our investigations on 
the different forms of energy.  
In math, we are diving into multiplication and 
division. You can help us with this by helping your 
student to memorize their multiplication facts. 
Having these memorized will give your student a 
"leg up" on the complex word problems that we will 
be doing! 
 
Thank you for supporting what we  do at school by 
making sure that your child is completing their 
homework each day. We appreciate your support, 
and it is having a positive impact on our kids.  

 
It is amazing that we are heading in to the end of 
October. Happy Fall! 

Fourth graders are tracking daily weather 
patterns in Science class. We are also getting into 
That Sinking Feeling as we explore density and 
buoyancy. Our young scientists have really been 
getting hands on experience using a variety of tools 
to discover and explore these concepts. Why does a 
penny sink, but a huge cruise ship floats? 
 Do you know your multiplication facts?  

As third graders, the facts through 10 x 10 
should have been mastered. The expectation for 
fourth graders is to have mastered facts through 
12x12. Students shouldn’t be counting on fingers or 
pausing to work out the fact in their head. Quick 
recall is the key! Keep practicing! We will be 
moving into long division and quick recall of basic 
facts is a must. 

Social studies have students learning about 
the early explorers in Texas and the life in the 
missions.  

Keep on reading and writing at home. Can 
you tell the Main Idea of a paragraph, chapter, 
book, T.V. show, or movie? Have your child write a 
summary and then discuss it with them. There are 
so many great ways to practice all of these skills at 
home. Thank you to parents who came to 
curriculum night and parent teacher conferences. As 
we move into the holiday season, help keep your 
student on track with nightly homework/study 
routines, silent reading opportunities, and plenty of 
rest.  

 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Holiday is 
November 24-28. 

There is no school this week. 



 
 

Fifth Level News 
Wow, time flies when you’re having fun!  

The first 9 weeks of the school year have already 
passed.  Here are a few highlights from the past 
nine weeks:  Did you know that pumpkins are less 
dense than water?  Your fifth grader does!  In 
October, we all enjoyed being a part of the Great 
Pumpkin Caper.  Students moved through a series 
of stations with pumpkins which included finding 
their weight, circumference, price per pound, and 
graphing the results.  We are all surprised by the 
variety of pumpkins in each class!  In science we 
are now studying the forms of energy and 
renewable and nonrenewable resources.  Exciting 
activities and projects make science a favorite 
subject for many fifth graders! 

In math, students have been busy practicing 
multiplication and division with 2 and 3 digit 
numbers, including decimals.  They have quickly 
learned that these longer problems are easier to 
solve when they have their basic multiplication and 
division facts memorized.  (1-12) Whenever 
possible, use flash cards at home to practice these 
facts to help boost your child’s confidence in math.  
Over the next few weeks, we will continue to work 
on solving more complex word problems, as well as 
study fraction and prime and composite numbers. 

In social studies, we have learned all about 
life during the colonial times, and we will continue 
to trace American history.  Next, we will move into 
conditions that led to the French and Indian War.  
Our fifth graders are also reading and writing daily.  
All classes are participating in novel studies, as well 
as reading independently.  Remember to help your 
child keep up with the due dates of Battle Book 
projects for their class.  These projects are an 
important part of our reading curriculum because 
they enforce summarization and organization skills, 
require comprehension and processing skills, and 
encourage a love of reading.  We have seen some 
great quality projects turned in, and we expect 
nothing less from this great group of kids!   

Our fabulous fifth graders have sailed 
through the first 9 weeks of school, and we can’t 
wait to see what is next on the horizon!  

 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

NORTHGATE CROSSING CHOIR PERFORMS: 
 Cypress Creek Christian Church; Saturday, November 22 
@ 10:00 AM 
 

KINDERGARTEN THANKSGIVING PROGRAM: 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH  
12:30 P.M. 
 

4TH GRADE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 
9:30 A.M. AND 6:30 P.M. 
 
 

      
Notes from the Northgate Crossing Library 

 

Fall Book Fair is coming! 
Monday, November 17 – 
Friday, November  21, 
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

 
 
Dates to Remember 
Nov. 4  Election Day – No Rise and Shine 
Nov. 5  Science Club 3:45-4:45 PM 

Student Council Meeting 3:15-4:15 PM 
Nov. 6  Science Club 7-8 AM 

Chess Club 3:15-4:15 
  Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
Nov. 7 1st and 4th grade Field Trip to 

Woodlands Pavilion   
Nov. 11 SISD board Meeting SISD Board Room 

7 PM 
Nov. 13 Science Club 7-8 AM 

Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30  
Nov. 17-21 Book Fair - Library 
Nov. 18 4th grade program speaking parts 

Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
Nov. 19 Group pictures and Re-takes 
 Science Club 3:45-4:45 PM 
Nov. 20 Science Club 7-8 AM 

Kindergarten Thanksgiving Program 
12:45 PM 

 Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30  
Nov. 21 Grandparent’s Day 9:00 AM – noon 
 12:45-1:30 PM Afternoon Pre-K 
 Choir Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
Nov. 22 Northgate Choir performs at Dickens on 

Cypress Creek 10 AM 
Nov. 24-28  Thanksgiving Holiday – No School 
Dec. 1-5 Peppermint Village – PTO shop during 

LAMP time 
Dec. 2 4th grade program speaking parts 

Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
Dec. 3 Student Council Meeting 3:15-4:15 
 Science Club 3:45-4:45 PM 
Dec. 4 4th grade program speaking parts 

Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
 Science Club 7—8 AM 
Dec. 5 Cookies with Santa 6:30-9:00 PM 
Dec. 9 4th grade program speaking parts 

Rehearsal 3:15-4:30 
  SISD board Meeting SISD Board Room 
  7:00 PM 
Dec. 11 4th grade Holiday program  

9:30 AM & 6:30 PM  
Science Club 7-8 AM 
Chess Club 3:15-4:15 

Dec. 18  Science Club 7-8 AM 
Dec. 19 Choir performs after Rise and Shine 
 Holiday Parties 2:00 PM 
Dec.22-Jan.5 Winter Break – No School 
Jan. 6 School Starts back for New Year 
Jan. 7 Student Council Meeting 3:15-4:15 PM 
 Science Club 3:45-4:45 
Jan. 8 Spelling Bee – 9:00 AM 
 Chess Club 3:15-4:15 
 Science Club 7-8 AM 
Jan. 13 SISD board Meeting SISD Board Room 

7 PM 
Jan. 15 Science Club 7-8 AM 
Jan. 19  Martin Luther King Holiday – No School 
 
 



  

                                                    
 
 
 
Hello NCES Parents, 
 
Welcome to the NCES PTO!   This is a fabulous year already and we are excited that our PTO membership 
total has already doubled from last year.  If you have not already joined the PTO, you can fill out a membership 
form and return it along with the $5 dues at any time.  Congratulations to our Membership Contest winners that 
all got to enjoy an Ice Cream Sundae Party hosted by the PTO.  Mrs. Valdez in Kindergarten and Mrs. 
Alexander in PK both Tied for 1st place getting 100% of their parents to join the PTO- Way to go!!  Our 1st 
grade winner was Mrs. Strahl’s class, in 2nd Mrs. Sailor and Mrs. Genseal’s Classes tied, in 3rd Ms. Elkins’ class 
won, in 4th Ms. Weiss won, and in 5th Ms. Edward’s class won.   Way to get involved and make this year 
awesome! 
 
Volunteers are needed! We really need parent involvement for the PTO events to run smoothly. If you are able 
to lend a helping hand and would like to find an area to get involved, please contact any PTO board member.  
We have several awesome events coming up with Grandparent’s day, Bookfair, Teacher Appreciation, 
Peppermint Village and Cookies with Santa to volunteer at.  These events are always so much fun and you can 
help as much as you can.  Please fill out a background form today so that you will be cleared to participate in all 
the upcoming fun! 
 
Our PTO would like to give an update on the Outdoor Science Center.  The district should finalize the contracts 
this month and begin the ordering process for the construction of the fabulous Science Center. Our student’s 
will be able to reconnect  with the natural world and the true source of their food,  learn valuable gardening , 
agriculture concepts and skills that integrate with several subjects, such as math, science, art, health, physical 
education, and social studies, as well as several educational goals, including personal and social responsibility.  
It is with sincere appreciation that we thank Our Municipal Utility District 1 and Municipal Utility District 2 
for donating this fabulous learning tool to our school and for investing in our children!  We also would like to 
thank the Spring Independent School District and the NCES Parents that participated in last years Fall 
Fundraiser for making this vision possible. 
 
The 2014 Fall Fundraiser has already ended and we are excited to say that enough money was raised for our 
Fitness Track.  We were able meet our goal and Spring ISD agreed to pay half and make it possible to get the 
24K track.  Our Payment for the track has been made and the ordering process has begun.     Reaching our goal 
could not have been possible without everyone that supported the Fall Fundraiser, THANK YOU so much!!!!   
 

November/December 
Now until the 5th  Pie Town Gift Card Fundraiser 

7    Movie Night 6:30-9:00 
13- Papa Murphy’s Pickup Pizza Night 

17--21 Fall Book Fair 
19  Fall Teacher Appreciation 

20 Pump it up 6:30-8:30 
21 Grandparents day 9:30 to noon 

4-  PTO Dinner night – Stay tuned for details 
1-5  Peppermint Village during LAMP 
5     Cookies with Santa 6:30-9:00 pm 

9- Skate Night at SK8 6-8:30pm 
 

If you are a Paid PTO member find us on Facebook at NCES PTO.   Weekly updates and information will be 
posted to keep you informed! 

 
Sincerely, 
Tammy Johnston-PTO President, Johnston30@msn.com 
Ewa Helm- Membership VP 
Stephanie Sellers & Laura Marchand- VP of Fundraising 
Kari Doss- Treasurer 
Leslie Lewis- Secretary  
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